1696 -1702] CARHEIL TO CALLIERES 233

it be true that they may sometimes need the services
of women for Those four sorts of necessities, Still
It is also true, on the other hand, that these give
them at the same time both an easy means of obtain-
ing the Commerce of the women’s Bodies, And an
apparently decent pretext for making them enter and
for receiving them in their houses. These also
provide for the men an ever-ready excuse for exculpat-
ing themselves, and for Removing suspicions of evil
from them when they are found there,—although,
in reality, they entice and keep them there only with
the intention of doing with them what is most
immoral and most Criminal. Moreover, although
it be not difficult to recognize the emptiness of Those
false pretenses, or to prevent their evil consequences
when one chooses, the officers nevertheless have not
Hitherto chosen to Recognize the one or to prevent
the other. Those pretended necessities have been
allowed to introduce themselves gradually, and to
become a Custom; and Custom has made them
Insurmountable to the missionaries—who would
Effectively oppose them, but whose opposition has
had no other effect than that of being Useless.

To Restore the 25 Permits, all Those pretended
necessities must be done away with, as well as all
the abuses that I have pointed out, if the government
would prevent them from Causing the Ruin of our
missions. I grant that it may sometimes be neces-
sary, for those to whom the Permits are accorded, to
have to employ savage women, either to pound corn
for them, to carry wood for them, to wash their
clothes, to make shoes for them, or, finally, to render
them any other kind of honest service,—although,
to tell the truth, all These necessities are purely



